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Thoughts along the way... 

Reflecting on the “Thoughts” of March 15, my thoughts for this time in our world came to mind. You may    

recall my message on March 15 spoke of the wilderness being a time to be dependent on God. Well, one 

thought lead to another and the following thoughts: 

One day, long ago, the Hebrews, recently emancipated from slavery in Egypt and at the point of starvation in 

the wilderness, woke up to find bread from heaven! They called it manna: it came on a regular basis every 

morning! (Read Joshua 5:9-12.) 

This went on for years! Without fail, each daily delivery included a fine, flaky substance. The Israelites scooped 

the stuff up and baked it into cakes, the ultimate in convenience food for wandering refugees. 

The manna arrived on the ground fresh, like shimmering morning dew. Its shelf life was limited to one day,    

so there was no stockpiling it for the future. But who among them was concerned about that, when the Lord 

delivered a fresh supply each day (with double, less-perishable rations on the eve of the Sabbath, to spare   

God’s people the temptation to work on their day of rest)? 

It’s remarkable how often the Lord sends us just what we need, when we need it. It was true for the ancient 

Israelites, and it remains true for us today. In theological terms, this is called “providence.” 

continued... 

 

Sermons, Sunday bulletins and mini-newsletters are available each week on 
Granger UMC’s website at www.grangerumc.org and on our Facebook page.     

With services and activities put on hold until further notice, please check the sites 
above for the latest information on services and programs mentioned here.            

(If you’d like to be notified by email regarding updates, please send your email    
address to office@grangerumc.org. If you do not have internet access and would 

like weekly mini-newsletters mailed to you, please contact the church office.) 

Rev. Bruce will be in the office most days; Elaine is working from home for the next 

few weeks where she will check phone messages and emails frequently.  
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It’s been said that “life is understood backward, but it must be lived 

forward.” Would you agree? I would. In times when we feel trapped 

by dire circumstances. When jobs are lost, when relationships fail, 

when sickness intrudes, when schools, restaurants and churches close 

and a nation is instructed to live in ways that pinch—even when 

we’ve locked the key in the car—we may not think at the time that 

God is close at hand, guiding our circumstances. But then, wonder of 

wonders, we discover that we have what we need, after all and we 

give thanks. 

Such experiences could be called “manna moments.” They may not 

always seem so at the time—but later, with a little distance to reflect 

on the situation, a pattern of loving care emerges. We come to see 

the providential hand of God active in our lives in the most remarka-

ble ways.  

When that happens, the place we once imagined to be the wilder-

ness, or a time of crisis turns out to be a place of blessing. I need to 

remember this about God as we live through this time in history.  

Time will reveal the blessings from this experience! 

I invite us to open our eyes and hearts to “manna moments” -       

realizing it is God’s provision in our lives. I invite you to be a “manna 

moment” in our neighborhood and the world. I invite you to share 

witness to “manna moments” with others who may bemoan the   

current situation rather than see God’s providential hand. 

We are all partners with the Lord in this business called living, now 

more than ever. God is faithful! 

Send the office a picture or share an experience of a “manna          

moment” (office@grangerumc.org). We will share them on our    

website, newsletter, in worship (hopefully soon)! 

     Living in Hope 

     Rev. Bruce  

Mission Outreach 
Bob Hummel, Team Leader 

This past August our Mission Team travelled to the Midwest Mission 

Distribution Center in Illinois to volunteer and since then each of our 

team members receives the newsletters via email outlining the work 

that is being accomplished. Recently a newsletter was mailed outlin-

ing MidWest Mission’s Impact Report for 2019 which reviews the ex-

traordinary outreach that is taking place through this facility that has a 

covenant relationship with UMCOR (United Methodist Committee 

on Relief). The newsletter has been separated to have several of the 

pages posted on the Mission bulletin bard for your   to review. 

In a more recent newsletter, an article told of the facility’s second in-

ternational shipment for this year and reads as follows: 

-     Gather  to Worship - 

- Grow in Faith - 

~ Go to Share & Care - 
Upcoming events,                                                    

as  circumstances allow…. 

Serving Lunch at OPEN-M in Akron on 

Tuesday, April 28 

Watch bulletins for sign up information 

to serve lunch at OPEN-M and/or to 

prepare a dish. 

Adult Fellowship: May 2, 7:00 pm 

Photo Scavenger Hunt: Start at the 

church then groups will be sent on a 

quest in search of the perfect (or funni-

est!) photo. Bring your cell phone if 

you have one! Hosts for the evening 

are Tom & JoAnn Boruvka. 

Mothers Day Bake Sale May 10 

Bakers and buyers needed for Team 

S.H.A.R.O.N.’s Relay for Life American 

Cancer Society Bake & Luminaria Sale    

at GUM. 

It’s time for a new Pictorial                 

Directory! Universal Directory      

photographer will be here May 15 & 16 

(make up date of May 28). A request 

for volunteers, information for online 

sign up, etc. will be shared soon! 
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Over the years, Granger 
UMC has been a faithful 
supporter of the        
Highland  Community 
Support Network,            
at  Christmas and in times of need, like 
the one we are currently experiencing. 
To continue our mission, while staying at 
home, we can reach out to our neighbors 
directly affected by today’s economic 
uncertainty by sending a contribution to 
HCSN, 4684 Ridge Rd., Wadsworth, OH 
44281, making checks payable to 
“HCSN”.  Contributions can also be 
made by going to                                               
Highlandcsn.org/donations. 
With the closing of the Community           
Services Center in Medina, HCSN offers 
us the opportunity to continue to help 
local families in need with food, toilet-
ries and other household needs.  



Mission Outreach continued...  
In January, Food for the Poor put in a request of specific items   

to be shipped to  Puerto Rico to help all those who were         

affected by the 1280 earthquakes that hit the southern region 

since Dec. 28, 2019. Due to your generous monetary donations, 

we were able to send a shipment worth $187,745 of supplies to 

Puerto Rico.  

Items shipped as follows: 

 4902 hand sanitizers  246 inflatable mattresses

 1193 mosquito repellant 4153 adult & baby diapers 

 7 lbs. of wet wipes  244 packages of baby wipes 

 75 full-size bath towels 100 mosquito nets 

 2106 Personal Dignity kits 81 flashlights 

 41 foam/crocheted plastic sleeping Mats 

 16,339 lbs. of redirect tarps (old billboards) from  

  LAMAR Advertisement 

At our January Mission Team meeting, we agreed to submit two 

requests to the Granger Endowment Fund which were then ap-

proved by the Endowment Fund. One was a request for $1000 

to help underwrite MidWest Mission’s efforts to alleviate the 

needs in Puerto Rico and a second request of $1500 to support 

our church’s covenant relationship with Larry Kies at the African 

University in Zimbabwe. 

The East Ohio Conference will be held at Lakeside, Ohio in June 

and during this time, MidWest Mission will have a truck on site 

to collect donations. As the time approaches, information will be 

distributed as to items needed. This is the same effort that was 

made last October when our church became the collection site 

for the Canal District.      

  

   

 United Methodist Women 
Molly Adams, President 

TENTATIVE: UMW Meeting, Saturday, April 18: Join us at 9:00 

a.m. for breakfast with a business meeting to follow at 9:30. Su-

san Olson will speak about the upcoming Summer Arts Day 

Camp to be held this June at Granger. She’ll explain the various 

ways we can be supportive and become involved. Also bring ide-

as you may have for fun outings with your Sisters in Christ as we 

make plans for the summer. ALL women of the church are wel-

come and   encouraged to attend this April 18th gathering...enjoy 

a yummy, hot breakfast and fellowship with your Granger Sisters 

in Christ. 

Bazaar Crafting once regular schedules resume: Gather at       

10:30 a.m. on the 1st and 3rd Mondays of each month in the 

Craft Room at the church. All are welcome to help with projects 

for the upcoming Bazaar or bring a project of their own. This is a 

great time to work at home on projects for the Fall Bazaar!                           
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June 8-12, Noon to 8:30 p.m. 

Music, Art—Culinary, Dance & 

Drama Camp is open to those     

entering grades 6 thru 9 in the    

Fall of 2020. Registration forms are 

available at grangerumc.org or 

from the office. Return registration 

materials as soon as possible to   

Susan Olson or the church office. 

Weekly Sunday bulletins will share 

updates about this week long    

summer day camp at GUMC.  

Youth Mission Trip 
Partnering with 

Johnson UMC in Norton 

     Every year Johnson UMC has a 
working summer youth mission trip.   
I have participated since 2009. For the 
past three years we have gone to West    
Virginia and will be going there again 
this  summer. We usually work with 
the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR). 
     The trip this year is to Ronceverte, 
West Virginia. We’ll help build a new 
house, leaving from Johnson UMC on 
Sunday morning (after worship) June 
21 and will return the evening of      
Friday, June 26. (We usually work a 
half day on Friday.) 
     We always have fun, fellowship and 
devotions, but most importantly we 
help those in   need and witness the 
love of God to those we meet. Adults, 
parents, and grandparents are  also 
welcome to join the youth   on this 
mission trip. For more information 
contact me at                                                 
conradolson275@yahoo.com. 

     - Conrad Olson 



 

 

Apr.  3   Jan Holt 

        4   Grace Hitchcock 

        5   Sandy Phillips 

        6   Pat Arnold 

       11   Joy Molnar 

       13  Gavin Heck 

       15  Alex Burns  

       16  Lacy Piechowiak 

28   Jenny Peck 

29   Lenora Codding, Ed Peck 

May 1  Guy & Elaine Konyha               

       2  Larry & Sharron Kopowski 

       4  Don Codding, Don Beavers 

       5  Kirk & Evie Varrelmann 

       6  Jim Rench 

       7  Ben Hitchcock, Brian Hitchcock 

17   Sandy Bear 

18   Robin Baker 

19 Tom Boruvka, Betty Seymour 

22   Val Ewing 

24 Kurt Schenkenberger 

      Maya Piechowiak 

25 Allyson Reich 

26 Steven Young 

Our deepest sympathy to family and friends of beloved, 

long time members of GUMC: 

Jerry Bronko, Remsen Christian Church organist 

Dave Barnett, Dianne Gerspacher’s brother 

Tom Buckingham 

Alice, Peggy Arden’s sister 

Attendance & Finance for February 2020 

Date Worship General Fund Building Fund 

2/2     58     $2013.20           $ 340.75 

2/9          85       5708.50             259.50  

2/16     58        3111.00               177.00 

2/23     93       3591.00         227.00              

2/26 Ash Wednesday:  36 

The Good News of Granger UM Church 

Office Mgr./Editor: Elaine Konyha;                                           

Mon.-Fri. 9 AM—3:00 PM    

Pastor: Rev. Bruce Hartley  

Church Phone: 330-239-2396; Parsonage: 234-248-4276 

www.grangerumc.org  

Granger United Methodist Facebook page available 

through the website above 

Sunday Schedule when regular schedules resume:  

Worship 8:30 & 10:45 AM 

Adult Sunday School: 9:30 AM 

Memorial Fund Purchases 

The following purchases have been made since     

the last newsletter, thanks to the                          

memorial funds of these members and friends        

of Granger UMC: 

Donation to CHOAIDS 

(Caring for Haitian Orphans with AIDS, Inc.) 

Mike Schwin 
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