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Growing Opportunity: Lenten Small Group Study 

 
 Congratulations to winners of 

our Smartickles give-away at 

the January Family Night 

held at Medina Rec Center. 

Winners were Harper Peck, 

Vivian and May Kopp. 

Swimming, fellowship and 

good food from Chick-fil-A 

were enjoyed by those         

who attended. 

Gathering Opportunity: Lenten Sermon Series 

W ilderness time: Jesus faced such a time and it is a part of our 

lives too. We cannot live without sometimes ending up in the wilder-

ness. Wilderness times are those times when we feel we are tested to 

our limits. We speak of hunger, thirst, and longing in the wilderness. 

This series explores this difficult spiritual territory and how it can help 

us grow! 

 3/1   ”Wilderness Time: A Time of Learning” 

 3/8   ”Wilderness Time: A Time of Challenge” 

 3/15 ”Wilderness Time: A Time of Dependence” 

 3/22 “Wilderness Time: A Time of Doubt” 

 3/29 ”Wilderness Time:  A Time of Comfort” 

 4/5 ”Wilderness Time: A Time of New Beginning” 

 4/9 Maundy Thursday at 6:30 p.m.—A shared worship  

  experience with Remsen Christian Church,   

  1500 Remsen Road, Medina 

Gather with us in person                

during Sunday worship  

services at 8:30 and  

10:45 a.m. or by visiting  

the “Pastor’s Thoughts”        

section on our website:  

www.grangerumc.org.  

 

B eginning Sunday, March 8 through April 8 at 9:30 a.m., we’ll meet 

in Room 102 to focus on our Lenten study,  John Ortberg’s “Eternity Is 

Now In Session”. This “Grow” opportunity is open to all who desire to 

explore the gift we know as eternity.  

No books are necessary; a DVD will drive class discussion. If you wish 

to read the book simply order it from your favorite “store”.  

Spring Ahead! 

Turn clocks 
ahead, 

Daylight Savings 
Time begins 
March 8 at         

2 a.m. 

 

Granger Church is partnering 

with the Medina County/

Highland Library to provide 

snacks for the after-school kids 

who hang out there. They     

appreciate any donations that 

are nourishing and prepackaged 

in small amounts. Jo Ann 

Mountain is our coordinator so 

if you’d like to donate items, 

please give them to her or leave 

them in the church office with 

her name on them. Thanks! 
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Take the NEXT STEP at Granger 

 In recent weeks a team of Granger UMC and Remsen Christian 

 Church (RCC) members met to discuss “Think Like a Fish” by 

 Virgil Woods. As a result the team is seeking your input with 

 one of the NEXT STEPS. During the first few Sundays in Lent, 

 an insert will be available where they ask you to share ideas 

 for: Core Values, Actions, Behaviors and Attitudes that are part 

 of who Granger UMC can be moving forward. The team will 

 reflect on your input and draft a statement of the desired  

 culture at GUMC. The TLaF team appreciates your input. (Input 

 may also be shared by emailing office@grangerumc.org.)  

Bazaar Crafting resumes: First and third Mondays of each month, 

 new starting time is 10:30 a.m. Anyone who would like to help 

 with Bazaar projects or who has a project of their own and 

 would like to fellowship with others is welcome! 

 Adult Fellowship Movie Night, Mar. 7, 7 p.m.:  We’ll watch Sister 

 Act II while enjoying movie food and fellowship. 

Pizza Potluck, 6:00 p.m., March 14 at Granger UMC: The congre-

 gation is invited to enjoy Schroeder’s delicious pizza! On the 

 bulletin board near the office is a sign up sheet. Please sign up 

 to bring a potluck dish to share and so that the Schroeder’s can 

 estimate how much pizza to make.  

Church World Service Cards for all occasions: These beautiful, 

 handmade cards by Carla Walton and crew are available at the 

 back of the sanctuary. Your $5.00 donation provides blankets 

 or tools for those in need due to disasters and calamities. These 

 final (extra looong?!?) few weeks of winter are a great time to 

 brighten someone’s day with a card that let’s them know 

 you’re  thinking of them!   

Cleveland Indians Baseball Game, June 19: Indians vs. Chicago 

 White Sox. Fan Bus ride to game, dollar dog night and fire-

 works!  Tickets $26 each. Contact Roberta Gifford if interested. 

To enhance the life of our congregation and our community,    

 you are invited and encouraged to identify a ministry (ongoing 

 or one-time), assemble other like-minded people and ask - 

  What change are we trying to effect? 

        To what extent are we trying to effect change? 

   For whom are we trying to effect change? 

 If you have a ministry idea to reach out and connect, please 

 review  the questions above, discuss with others and then 

 contact Rev. Bruce. 

 If you’d like to reach one of our newsletter contributors or 

someone mentioned in these pages, please contact the                          

church office (330-239-2396 or office@grangerumc.org)                                    

and we will put you in touch with them.  

   Gather, Grow, Go 

Good News of Granger 

 

East Ohio Camps: looking forward 

to summer… and camping! 

Friendship & Laughter 

Praise & Worship 

Exploring & Relaxing 

Horses & Nature 

Spiritual Growth 

Campfire & Prayer 

Swimming & Canoeing 

Leadership Development 

For information on Summer Camps, 

check out the shelf by the bulletin 

boards near the office, visit 

www.EOCSummercamps.org or call 

the East Ohio Camps Office at                     

330-499-3972 ext. 108. 

 

Summer Arts Day Camp 2020 

June 8-12, Noon to 8:30 p.m. 

Music, Art—including Culinary, 

Dance & Drama: registration       

materials are available in the office 

and on the church website. This 

camp is open to those entering 

grades 6 thru 9 in the Fall of 2020. 

Space is limited, so return your      

completed registration materials as 

soon as possible to Susan or the 

church office. Widespread public             

advertising will begin in early 

March. Questions regarding camp 

can be directed to Susan Olson: 

solson@uakron.edu  Look on the 

church website, Facebook and 

church weekly bulletins for updates 

about this week long summer day 

camp at Granger Church.  

mailto:solson@uakron.edu
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Youth Mission Trip 

Partnering with 
Johnson United                       

Methodist Church 
in Norton 

     Every year Johnson UMC has 

a working summer youth mis-

sion trip. I have participated 

since 2009. For the past three 

years we have gone to West    

Virginia and will be going there 

again this  summer. We usually 

work with the United Methodist 

Committee on Relief (UMCOR). 

     The trip this year is to Ronce-

verte, West Virginia. We’ll help 

build a new house, leaving from 

Johnson UMC on Sunday morn-

ing (after worship) June 21 and 

will return the evening of Friday, 

June 26. (We usually work a half 

day on Friday.) 

     We always have fun, fellow-

ship and devotions, but most     

importantly we help those in   

need and witness the love of    

God to those we meet. Adults, 

parents, and grandparents are  

also welcome to join the youth   

on this mission trip. For more                     

information contact me at                                      

conradolson275@yahoo.com. 

     - Conrad Olson 

 

Conrad & Susan Olson transferred 

from Johnson UMC in Norton to 

Granger UMC last year and we     

welcome the gifts they bring to                         

ministry—from mission trips to     

Susan’s assistance with                                   

communications, and the Summer 

Arts Day Camp (page 2).  

  

Good News of Granger 

     Our February 9th bake sale brought in approximately $300 which 

will help underwrite Mission projects supported by the church. Thank 

you to all who provided baked goods and who also made donations 

to take home an item or two from the spread of goodies. 

     Cards and letters of appreciation are received from organizations 

the church supports and those are posted on the Mission bulletin board 

in the North hallway. Two that were recently received are worth    

noting. 

     One is from CHOAIDS (Caring for Haitian Orphans with AIDS) in 

which Hope Walton has been involved. The letter stated that she has 

become the new Board Chair. Keep Hope in you prayers as this will  

be a challenging experience for her. The letter gives a synopsis of the 

difficulties the organization faces on a daily basis. The first paragraph 

reads:  

     “It is with great joy that we write this letter to thank you for     

contributing $2,929.18 to CHOAIDS in 2019. With your financial    

contribution, we were able to meet all of our children’s basic needs, 

which included clothing, shelter, school, transportation and con-HIV 

related medications. We secured a monthly monetary stipend for our 

six full-time and part time staff members. The ongoing political unrest 

in the country made 2019 the toughest year since the ouster of the    

Duvalier regime in 1986. Our children spent most of the latter three 

months of the year shut in without going to school, and most of our 

staff risking their lives coming to care for them. We thank God that no 

lives were lost, and the kids had food, shelter, and most of all, clean 

water to drink during these rough times.” 

     The second letter was written by Chantel Corrie, Exec. Director     

at Midwest Mission Distribution Center, an organization that our 

church has supported through sending our Mission Team to work in 

the facility this past August, through monetary donations, and through 

becoming a collection site for East Ohio in October. Chantel writes: 

     “Thank you for sending your love to Guatemala and the Dignity 

Center in Minnesota. The Personal Dignity Kits your Mission Team 

packed in August shipped to 1) the Dignity Center in Minneapolis, MN 

on Nov. 15th and 2) Guatemala with food for the Poor on Dec. 11…  

It is due to your generosity and partnership with Midwest Mission that 

we can touch so many lives for Christ around the world and around 

the corner. Thank you so much for blessing others through the ministry 

of Midwest Mission.” 

     In a handwritten note, Chantel wrote, “Thank you for all your help 

with sending items to the Bahamas.” She is referencing the collection of 

items that were gathered at our church in October. 

     - Bob Hummel   

       Mission Outreach Chp. 

 Mission Outreach 
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The Good News of Granger UM Church 

Office Mgr./Editor: Elaine Konyha                                               

Office Hours: Mon.–Fri. 9:00-3:30    

Pastor: Rev. Bruce Hartley       

Church Phone: 330-239-2396; Parsonage: 234-248-4276 

www.grangerumc.org 

Sunday Schedule   

Worship Services 8:30 & 10:45 AM                               

Adult Sunday School : 9:30 AM                                      

Our deepest sympathy to family and friends                    
of those who have passed away… 

Colleen Ramer, long time member of Granger UMC 

Mary Mericsko, Michelle Taylor’s grandmother 

               Maxwell Muzyczkas   Pam Wetula 

               Nell Goshorn     Marg & Dane Michaels 

 

Attendance & Finance for January 2020 

     Date      Worship    General Fund     Building Fund 

      1/5          6               $3731.20           $270.75 

      1/12         65    3476.00            294.50  

      1/19         47                2329.00             26.00 

      1/26        68     5898.00            297.00 

Lucy Marie DeGraeve, born August 19, 

2019,  was baptized at Granger UMC on 
February 23. Her parents, Bill and Jennifer, 
big sisters Clara and Emily, along with a 
number of Lucy’s relatives, were on hand 
to celebrate the sacrament of baptism. 
Many blessings to the DeGraeve Family in 
the years ahead.  
 

Rob Schroeder: graduated from Navy    

Officer Candidate School in Newport, 
Rhode Island, and was commissioned as an 
Ensign on February 14. We pray God’s 
blessing on Rob in the exciting years 
ahead! 

   United Methodist Women 

 Thanks to the many hands of our Granger Church Family our 

2019 Bazaar was another great success! The $7384.12 that was 

raised was disbursed in December 2019. The following agencies 

were recipients of a portion of the profits: Granger UMC General 

Fund, gift cards to Walmart were purchased for Highland School 

families Granger UMC supported this Christmas, Medina Light 

Ministries (prison ministries), Battered Women’s Shelter, Flat 

Rock Homes, Pure Water for the World (Haiti water filtration 

systems), Operation HOMES, CHOAIDS (Caring for Haitian    

Orphans with AIDS) and the Children’s Corner in Medina. 

UMW Sunday will be May 3rd this year. The women of our 

church will lead both the 8:30 & 10:45 a.m. services. Guest 

speaker will be our own Hope Walton, newly appointed Chair 

of the Board of Directors at CHOAIDS. (One of the agencies   

our UMW, along with the mission team of Granger UMC, has 

supported for several years.) Come hear firsthand about this    

incredible agency; the struggles it faces and the difference YOU 

are making in the lives of the children they serve. There will be   

a special offering taken for CHOAIDS at this service. (See the   

Mission newsletter article in this newsletter for more information 

on CHOAIDS.) 

Our next UMW meeting will be on Saturday, April 18. Join us at 

9:00 a.m. for breakfast with the business meeting following at 

9:30. ALL women of the church are welcome...come fellowship 

with your Granger sisters in Christ. 

    - Molly Adams, President    

Good News of Granger 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1  1st Sunday in Lent  
8:30 Worship 
9:30 Adult Sunday School 
10:15 Choir Rehearsal 
10:45 Worship 
7-8 Cubs Cmte. Mtg. 

2                              
10:30 Bazaar Crafts 
7:00 Scouts 511 

3   
6:30 Cubs 3512 

4 
 
7:00 Study @ Remsen 
7:00 Men’s LIFE 
 

 5 
 

10:00 Women’s  
    Study 

6  
World Day of 
Prayer 
 
 

7 
7:00 Adult      
   Fellowship     
    Movie Night 

               Turn      
               clocks 
               ahead               

8 2nd Sunday in Lent 
8:30 Worship   
9:30 Adult Sunday School  
10:15 Choir Rehearsal 
10:45 Worship 

9   
 
 
7:00 Scouts  511 
 

10    
 
6:30 Cubs 3512 
 
 

11 
 
7:00 Study @ Remsen 
7:00 Men’s LIFE    

12  
10:00 Women’s    
     Study 
 
Rev. Bruce Off 

13    
 
 
 

14  
6:00 Schroeder     
   Pizza Potluck 
   (Sign up on bul- 
    letin board near     
    office) 

15 3rd Sunday in 
Lent 
8:30 Worship  
9:30 Adult Sunday School 
10:15 Choir Rehearsal 
10:45 Worship II   

16 
10:30 Bazaar Crafts 
 
7:00 Scouts 511 Ct.      
     Of Honor 
 

17    
 
 
6:30 Cubs 3512 

18    
 
7:00 Study @ Remsen 
7:00 Men’s LIFE 

19  10:00     
     Women’s St.        

20    
OPEN-M Mt. 
of Food Dist. 

21   
 
 
 
 
 

22 4th Sunday in 
Lent/UMCOR Special 
Offering Sunday  
8:30 Worship  
9:30 Adult Sunday School 
10:15 Choir Rehearsal 
10:45 Worship 

23     

 
 
7:00 Scouts 511 

24 
 
6:30 Cubs 3512 

25  
 
 
7:00 Men’s LIFE 
 

26  
10:00 Women’s  
    Study 
Rev. Bruce Off 
 

27    28   

 

 

7:00 Genesis 

29 5th Sunday in Lent 
8:30 Worship 
9:30 Adult Sun. School 
10:15 Choir Rehearsal 
10:45 Worship 

30 
 
7:00 Scouts 511 
 

31 
 
6:30 Cubs 3512 

    

Rev. 2/26/20 

 

Mar.  1  Gary Thomas 
        3   Peter Phillips 
        9   Brent Ponikvar 
       15  Ellen Lawson 
       17  Don & Laura Temperato 
       18  Abby Dean 
       22  Tom & JoAnn Boruvka 
       24  Miriam Pirnat 
       25  Joyce Paulson 
       25  Novalee Sutphin 
       27  Rosemary Daso 
       28  Bill Taylor 
       29  Lindsay Poluga 
       31  Vivian Kopp 

Apr. 3   Jan Holt 
       4   Grace Hitchcock 
       5   Sandy Phillips 
       6   Pat Arnold 

Looking Ahead to Holy Week: 

April 5: Palm Sunday/Communion 

April 9: Maundy Thursday Service at Remsen Christian Church 

 (1550 Remsen Road, Medina)   

April 10: Good Friday: Noon—3 p.m. Sanctuary open for quiet 

 reflection 

Easter Sunday: 7:30 a.m. Sunrise Service at Granger Fairview 

   Cemetery, 1627 Wilbur Rd., Medina 

  10:45 a.m. Easter Service at Granger UMC  

 

2020 


