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Thoughts Along the Way 

As this issue of the newsletter is being compiled, we are still not gathering to fellowship, study or   

worship. Although the words, “reopen” and “liberate” are spoken, no one knows what that will look 

like or when it will happen. There is another word bantered about, “normal”. I do not know what 

that will look like and furthermore, I am not sure I ever knew. 

I publicly offered some thoughts about “normal” in “Thoughts Along the Way” on 4/19 (if you desire, 

go to grangerumc.org and listen). Following the worship experience, I received a response from a 

member of GUMC. It read, “In the rush to return to normal, use this time to consider which parts of 

normal are worth rushing back to.” David Hollis, @peacefulmindPeacefulLife; I agree! 

What if...Granger UMC reexamined which parts of normal we want to reclaim? 

What if...Granger UMC purged other parts of what was normal and re-formed? 

What if...Granger UMC came back into the same building but to a healthier culture (atmosphere)? 

Understanding we can’t change others, only ourselves...how will you be transformed by this “Corona 

Time”? What renewed mindset/spirit will you embody if you choose to walk back into GUMC? 

Some of the “What ifs…” noted above have been in process: 

  Members of GUMC have explored and are inviting those who call Granger UMC home to 

   share the time they prefer to worship in one worship service for the foreseeable future.        

   I hope you have or will share your preference. The “time” of worship will not be back to 

   “normal” (8:30/10:45) when we gather again.  

  We have also reflected on God’s preferred culture at GUMC. Many prayed and dove deep 

   into “what was” and in a spirit of grace determined, “God is challenging us to be healthier.” 

   That proclamation lead to exploring the intentional actions, attitudes and values reflective 

   of Christ Followers. We have identified thus far Christ Followers believe “Christ is the head 

   of the Church.” When in doubt, Christ Followers “Love.” A community of Christ Followers 

   (Church) are intentional about pursuing ”Peace” (learning to practice the “Rule of Christ”). 

You are invited to pray about how we will come back together and be mindful of how God can      

use you to re-form the GUMC culture. Re-formation is not quick and cannot be microwaved.           

Re-formation will move at God’s speed and not ours. God, give us boldness to adapt and live         

together as Christ Followers for the transformation of the world! 

“Lord, what do you want to work through me to be part of the re-formation of your church?” 

       Until we “gather” again, I’m   

       Living in Hope,    

       Rev. Bruce 
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The GUMC building will continue 
to be closed, at least through 
May 1, 2020, and until further 

notice, as per current orders by the 
Ohio Director of Health and recom-
mendations by the Centers for Dis-
ease  Control and Prevention (CDC)        
Interim Guidance for Administrators 

and Leaders of Community- and Faith
-Based Organizations. Please continue 

to monitor the GUMC website for  
future updates on the status of the 

building closure, future worship 
events and other church activities.                                      

— Granger UMC Trustees 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conference updates from          

Bishop Malone and the Cabinet 

Clergy and Executive Sessions and 
Annual Conference will be held at 

Lakeside Chautaugua the last week-
end in September. Annual Conference 

begins Saturday, September 26,       
10 a.m. and will conclude by 2 p.m. 

Sunday, September 27. 
Youth Annual Conference 2020 will 

not be meeting at Lakeside this year, 
but will meet virtually on June 14 at 7 
p.m. Registration ends May 13; go to 
eocumc.com/yac for all the details! 

To keep up with the latest information   
regarding Annual Conference, Youth 
Annual Conference, and more, please 

go to eocumc.com for the latest     
updates published in the Confer-

ence bi-weekly electronic newslet-
ter E-News and posted on the              

Conference website. 

Ash Wednesday was the last time Granger UMC gathered at the 

Lord’s Table to experience the means of God’s grace. I want to offer 

you an approach unlike anything we have ever experienced. 

Due to Covid 19, physical distancing is deemed the most responsible 

manner to restrict the spread of the virus. In this most unusual time   

in history, many expressions of our faith have been adapted—holy    

communion is one of those expressions. I offer the  following:  

May 10, Mother’s Day, whether this is a Zoom worship “gathering”   
or a parking lot “gathering”, communion will be “served”. If you   
wish to experience the sacrament, you will need to bring your own bread 
and juice/wine. Whether we are online or in the parking lot,      I will 
speak the words of blessing in the belief God will be present among us to 
bless the body/bread, blood/cup 

“Blessed be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love.” Hymn 557
     - Rev. Bruce 

Mary Lou Brunskill’s love for the Lord & His Church 

Mary Lou Brunskill was a lifetime member of Granger UMC, and fully 

lived the concept of the family of Granger Church. Beloved and much 

involved in most ministries of the church over many decades, she    

donated countless hours in various capacities at the church. Although 

she served in a variety of roles, one of her longest running and one she 

performed with unmatched dedication, was that of Financial Secretary. 

When Mary Lou passed away, true to her love of the Lord and his 

church, she named Granger United Methodist Church as beneficiary in 

her will.  

The Granger UMC Trustees discussed the allocation of these disburse-

ments and unanimously agreed to allocate current gifts into the funds 

specified as per the Last Will. They also unanimously agreed that future 

payments to the mortgage will be used in such a way which honors 

Mary Lou’s legacy. Therefore they will deposit the remainder of cur-

rent monies and future mortgage payments into the Building Fund to 

be allocated towards building and grounds maintenance and repairs. 

(To request a copy of the original Trustees email and a more detailed 

explanation of the monies bequeathed and allocated, please email  

office@grangerumc.org.) 

A portion of Trustee Chairperson Stephen Hummel’s email: 

“Mary Lou was a fixture in the Granger United Methodist Church    

and Grangerburg community and we are humbled to receive such a 

glorious gift. She was an only child, never married and thus had no 

children; who lived like a pauper and gave everything she had, time, 

talents and lone tangible asset, her land, to her...family, the Granger 

United Methodist Church. Her life, to me, epitomized the story of the 

poor widow, Luke 21:1-4: 

“As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple 

treasury. He also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper 

coins. ‘Truly I tell you,‘ he said, ‘this poor widow has put in more than 

all the others. All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth, but 

she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.’” 



Gifts to GUMC: Your prayers and support for the church are appreciated 
 in this time of physical distancing. We are in the process of setting up 
 an online option for giving. In the meantime, as you are able, gifts and 
 pledges may be  mailed to the church. 

Operation HOMES: Before Covid 19, this program supported by GUMC,
 rotated clients in need between county churches. With current guide-
 lines in place, they now need to place clients in hotels as well as provide 
 food vouchers for them, which is beyond their $35,000 budget for the 
 year. If you’d like to make a donation, please send it to Operation 
 HOMES, PO Box 326, Medina, OH 44258. 

Luminarias: Our Relay for Life Bake Sale at the church, sponsored by Team 
 S.H.A.R.O.N., is on hold for now but we are taking orders for luminarias 
 that will be placed around the walking track at our July event in 
 Wadsworth. Your luminaria bears the name you provide of  someone 
 who is a survivor or who has battled cancer. Call Ellen Codding at  
 330-321-7665, cost is $10.  
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United Methodist Women: “But I trust in you, O Lord; I say, ‘You are my God.’” Psalm 31:14 
Wow! I think back, just a month ago when I wrote the April newsletter article, before our country began spin-
ning out of our control with the Covid 19 virus… to where we are now with many days of uncertainty ahead. But I 
know who holds the compass and we need to stay close to Him! Clinging to the words “not in my time, Lord, but 
in Yours!” So as UMW sisters we remain SAFE AT HOME in our cocoons waiting for the time we can “break out 
and spread our wings”! We can practice “Physical Distancing” and still be Social, by tending each other through 
phone calls and notes until we can gather together. 

Granger UMW continues to be the hands, feet and heart of our Lord, by… 

    Sending $150 to OPEN-M to be used in their food pantry. This is the approximate amount of money that                
 would have been used to provide the hot lunch that was to be served on April 28.  

   $100 to Flat Rock Homes, Care Center and Community Services programs 

    Sewing face masks for Summa Health and other First Responders and those working in Essential posi-    
 tions among the public. Some were even made to fit children. Thank you to Susan Olson for organizing   
 this ministry:             
  A note from Susan: Olson “...UMW has made over 150 masks for local healthcare workers and  
  vulnerable populations in the neighborhood. These women are still being contacted by   
  individuals  in our community to make masks for individuals. Molly Adams, President   
  of  Granger UMC UMW, coordinated getting materials out to women who volunteered to sew  
  and picked up completed masks in a one week period. Recipients were very thankful to receive  
  these masks. They were delivered in a very timely manner, just ahead of the recommendation for  
  all to wear masks.”  

 Although Monday morning craft making sessions are on hold, I know some have put this extra time to  
good use by making items at home in preparation for our November Craft Bazaar. A good way to turn      
lemons into lemonade  at this time, is by working on an item to donate this year! Remember the proceeds from 
our Bazaar benefit many local missions! 

UMW Sunday had been scheduled for May 3, but will be rescheduled. 

No date as of now for our next UMW meeting. Once UMW officers feel it’s the right time to gather again, 
we’ll get the word out to all! 

Until we meet again...Think Happy Thoughts! STAY HOME AND STAY WELL! God bless us all! 

       - Molly Adams, Granger UMW President 
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In April, the GUMC Mission Team              

proposed collecting needed supplies 

for Midwest Mission Distribution  

Center to transport to Lakeside during 

East Ohio Conference. However due 

to the current Covid situation, we are 

suggesting monetary contributions be 

made directly to Midwest 

(www.midwestmission.org) or to the 

church. Another alternative is to make 

a donation to a charity or food bank 

of your choice.  

Youth Mission Trip 

Partnering with 

Johnson UMC in Norton 

     Every year Johnson UMC has a 
working summer youth mission trip.   
I have participated since 2009. For the 
past three years we have gone to West    
Virginia and will be going there again 
this  summer. We usually work with 
the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR). 
     The trip this year is to Ronceverte, 
West Virginia. We’ll help build a new 
house, leaving from Johnson UMC    
on Sunday morning (after worship) 
June 21 and will return the evening of      
Friday, June 26. (We usually work a 
half day on Friday.) 
     We always have fun, fellowship and 
devotions, but most importantly we 
help those in   need and witness the 
love of God to those we meet. Adults, 
parents, and grandparents are also 
welcome to join the youth on this    
mission trip. For more information 
contact me at                                                 
conradolson275@yahoo.com. 

     - Conrad Olson 

 
Adult Fellowship: 

• No event in May 

• June Steak Fry is on hold; 
decision will be made at a 
later date. 

Granger Township           
Bicentennial + 1: 
Due to Coronavirus concerns, 
Granger’s bicentennial celebration has been rescheduled               
for June 25, 26, and 27, 2021. The events we were 
working hard to prepare for this summer will become part 
of next year’s grand celebration, to include opening cere-
mony, parade, games for children and adults, fire depart-
ment dinner, fireworks, musical entertainment and so 
much more. Check often at Facebook under Granger   
Bicentennial or www.grangerhs.com for details. 

With East Ohio Summer Camps cancelled for 
the summer, after much prayer and in consultation 
with others, Susan Olson made the difficult decision to 
cancel the Youth Summer Arts Program she was putting 
together for June. But her excitement about the Youth 
Camp is as vibrant as ever, as you can tell from the email 
that follows: 

 “While I know this is disappointing news, we    
continue to make plans for an Arts Club for youth in the 
future. Hoping we will be able to launch this program this 
fall, again in keeping with appropriate pandemic cautions. 
Volunteers I have recruited outside of Granger Church 
are still on board and supportive of this effort, so look for 
me to contact you later this summer at the appropriate 
time regarding next steps. 
 I am so appreciative of the encouragement and 
support I have received from so many talented persons 
here at Granger for this program for our area youth. I am 
thankful as well for the many prayer partners that have 
been involved with this effort.”  
 

Email from Church World Service: 
Hi Molly,  
It was so good to hear from you. Thank you for          
responding to my Easter email...I feel all rested and 
ready to lead the response to Covid-19 using CWS kits 
and blankets. Because of you and Granger, we have 
been able to provide many blankets and hygiene kits 
during this uncertain time. I will keep Granger in my 
prayers. You have such a wonderful congregation. 
Thank you for all of your support throughout the years.
   — Matthew Stevens, Dir. of  
      Congregational Giving  

Church World Service cards for Mother’s Day and all 
occasions—graduation, get well, thinking of you, new 
baby, etc.—are available at the back of the sanctuary. 
Call before you stop in to make sure there’s someone 

in the office. 
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Date Worship     General Fund     Building Fund 

3/1      56            $3175.20           $ 213.75 

3/8           65   3050.00             372.00  

3/15       -                   

3/22    Online   

3/29        Online 

4/5          Online        12,963.00             191.75  

Our deepest sympathy to family and friends of 

those who have passed away: 

Marge Jagger, beloved & long time member of 

Granger UMC (Arrangements will be announced   

at a later date.) Cards may be sent to:                  

The Jagger Family, c/o Bill Jagger,                      

472 Granger Rd., Medina, OH 44256 

Becky Cox 

Dave Barnett, Dianne Gerspacher’s brother 

Tom Buckingham, Joyce’s husband 

Vera McMillen, Sharon Heath’s mother 

Donna Wadle, classroom aide and bus driver for 

Highland Schools 

The Rev. Donald Newland, former pastor at GUMC 

Thank you… 
     I am mortified by the fact I haven’t written  to thank 
the carolers of Granger Methodist Church for coming 
to sing to us last Christmas. They were delightful and 
much impressed our grandkids who were visiting from 
New Mexico. 
     Also, when you are a cookie baker, nothing tastes 
better than someone else’s cookies! I believe they 
were gone that night. Thank you so very much for 
everything. 
   Sincerely,. 
   George & Ruth Rodgers 

May 1   Guy & Elaine Konyha 

       2   Larry & Sharron Kopowski 

       4   Don Codding, Don Beavers 

       5   Kirk & Evie Varrelmann 

       6   Phil & Nancy Baird 

            Jim Rench 

       7   Ben Hitchcock, Brian Hitchcock 

      12   Megan Askins, Kathie Long 

      16   Ann Blecher 

      17   Casey Paulson 

      18   Ken & Lee Lorentzen 

            Gavin Kennedy 

      19   Craig Lane, Kirk Varrelmann 

            Tim Varrelmann 

      21   Kim Lukens, Renee Hellman 

      23  Doug & Colette Patty 

            Sandy Payne 

      26   Jo Ann Mountain 

      27   Amy Reich 

      28   George & Michelle Clapham 

             Dennis Gerspacher 

      29   Mary Barrick 

      30   Doris Beal 

June 3   Dave & Joy Molnar 

        4   Bette McGarr 

        6   Dan Woods 
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Easter Worship:  

During this time of physical distancing we had quite 

the crowd virtually for Easter Sunday Worship. 

Thirty gathered virtually using Zoom technology to 

worship live, while 84 households watched the     

recorded session on YouTube, 62 households 

watched via Facebook, and 51 watched the service 

on the website for a total of 227 views live and    

recorded for Easter worship with Granger United 

Methodist Church. 

 Worship Schedule:  Online with Zoom 9:30 a.m. 

Sundays: If you’d like to be with us for Sunday 

services, email office@grangerumc.org with the 

email address which you’d like to use to join us. 

You’ll receive an invitation by email with a link 

to click on and we will see you there! 


