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Thoughts Along the Way… 
“Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get away with me and you’ll        

recover your life. I’ll show you how to take a real rest. Walk with me and work with me—watch how 
I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of grace.” Matthew 11:28-29 

I  wish I could live a totally balanced life – a perfect mix of work, personal, play, family and health. I                          
have convinced myself if I could just get it right, then everything would work out well and Janet and      

I would live happily. Do you ever wish you could strike a balance? Am I the only one?  

During this “Corona-Time” I have spoken to several folks: parents, singles, young and rich in years and  
most have found the change of pace to be refreshing. It sounded to me like many were discovering how 
busy their lives really were. Reflecting on the conversations and the scripture above, lead me to realize 
there are experiences in life, often unplanned, that can lead to a “reset” of our lives. I believe “Corona- 
Time” is such a time. 

I offer this thought; balancing life’s tasks begins with balancing what is inside us. In our interior life, our  
life with God, we map a course, get priorities straight, open ourselves to the promptings of the spirit and 
remember who we are – a wonderfully made, child of God. Indeed, balancing is hard, but it is worth the 
effort. It keeps us from falling. 

As society hears of slow “restarts”, I picture masses of people at a starting line waiting for the starter’s pistol 
to fire. I wonder how long it will take for some of the same folks I spoke to about the welcome respite in 
their home life to return to the rat-race-pace of life before Corona-Time. That concern has drawn me to 
offer a timely study, “Soul Reset: breakdown, breakthrough, and the journey to wholeness”. 

What if each of us planned a more balanced approach to life in a post-Corona world? This study has the 
potential to guide us in our balancing act called life.  

You are invited to a small group experience unlike previous studies GUMC has offered. Since levels of   
confidence vary meeting face to face, an on-line presence sprinkled with one or two face to face 
“gatherings” will be scheduled.   

Check out the new website (https://grangerumc.org) for exact dates and times for this small group          
experience. If you are interested, consider checking the book out at Cokesbury.com or Amazon. Soul Reset 
by Junius B. Dotson 

Before life gets out of control again, let us seek balance! 

Living in Hope, 
Rev. Bruce 
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Gifts to GUMC 
Your prayers and support for the church are        
appreciated in this time of physical distancing.   
As you are able, pledges and gifts may be mailed   
to the church or given through our new online   
giving option!   

How to give online:                                           
· Go to https://grangerumc.org, click on 

“Giving” at the top of the Home page             

· In the next screen,  click on the gold           
“Give Here” box and follow the instructions 
given there.                                                         

Save the date: 
UMW MEETING IS SET FOR 

   Saturday, June 13th, 9:30 a.m. in the Pavilion 
We hope to “crack open our cocoon” of                       

quarantine as we gather for a “Physically          
Distanced” but “Socially Enjoyable” time together! 
Weather permitting we’ll meet in the Granger             
Pavilion at 9:30 (no breakfast) - or if necessary 

we’ll meet in the fellowship hall. 
A facial covering fashion show                                                

to be enjoyed by all. 
Hope to see you there! 

 

Flat Rock Homes seeks adult sized graduation gowns or unwanted choir 
robes that may be adapted for use as PPE gowns for their staff. Please contact 

rdarling@flatrockhomes.org for pick up, or they may be mailed directly to  
Flat Rock Homes, PO Box 1, Flat Rock, OH 44828 

 

Together, we can give compassion and 
care to others in this time of great need. 
UMCOR (United Methodist Committee 
On Relief) has been working with health 

boards, medical professionals, faith leaders 
and others to prevent the spread of 

COVID-19. The new UMCOR COVID-19 
Response Fund Advance #3022612 equips 
partners in the U.S. and around the world 
to assist the most vulnerable populations. 

Grants from the fund will be disbursed 
quickly and efficiently to address health 

concerns, food insecurity, water and      
hygiene limitations, and other needs.  

Go to advance.umcmission.org for more 
information and to donate. 
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For the foreseeable future, we will meet on      
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in the front parking lot       

for drive-in worship.                                                      
Tune in to 100.9 on your radio dial.                              

Please remain in your car; restrooms are           
currently not available. 

The Order of Worship may be downloaded from 
the new website at https://grangerumc.org. 

Unison prayers and hymns are printed there. 

If you’re unable to join us in person, the service 
will be posted on the website and on Granger 

UMC’s Facebook page.  
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June 3  Dave Joy Molnar 
            Jim & Jenni Robertston 
       4   Bette McGarr 
       5    Rev. Bruce & Janet Hartley
 Ken Ferguson 
       6   Dan Woods 
       8   Dan & Peggy Arden 
 Jim & Denise Connelly 
       9   Mary Simmons 
       11  Erin Schenkenberger 
 Roxanne Woods 
      14 Beverly Vander Veen 
 Mason Kennedy  
 Morgan Kennedy 
       15  Rick & Cindy Lenhart 
       16 Marion Spradlin 

       28  Steve & Molly Adams 
             Dorothy Keck 
             Mackenzie Hitchcock 
       29  Fred & Millie Haddix 
             Carla Walton 

July 1  Addison Lukens,                     
          Michelle Taylor 
      3  Stan & Sherry Krajcik 
          Max Feitl 
      4  David & Lindsay Poluga           
          Grace Lukens 
      6  Mike & Denise Piechowiak 
          Ken & Bev Vander Veen 
          Bruce Cernik, Jim Hitchcock 

 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center (MMDC) 

Donations may be dropped off at: 
¨ Montrose Zion UMC, is only about 5 minutes away at 565 N. Cleveland Massillon Rd., Akron, drop off 

items June 8-12 & 15, 8 a.m. — 1 p.m.; Bill Liming 330-665-9817. This is a no-personal-contact site. Those 
delivering items will need to unload their vehicle and bring items to the building by—dropping off at the 
back entrance by rear parking lot, leave items outside the locked doors under the overhang; people at Mont-
rose Zion will take them inside. If drop off is on the weekend, leave items under the overhang of back en-
trance outside the locked doors.  

¨ Please respect physical distance and wear a mask/face covering when dropping off items.  
¨ Monetary donations will not be handled at Montrose. They may be made through the East Ohio Conference 

to Fund 9944 MMDC or they may be sent directly to: MMDC, 1001 Mission Dr.,          Pawnee IL 62558; 
include “EO #9944” on memo line of check.  

High Priority items: 
· Homemade Face Masks (instructions on MMDC website) 
· Hygiene supplies: hand towel, washcloth, toothpaste, toothbrush, soap, Band-Aids (3/4x3 size), shampoo   

(15-18 oz.) 
· Foldable walkers, wheelchairs, crutches, canes 
· NEW Children and Adult sandals/tennis shoes 
· Handmade diapers 
· Reusable Feminine Hygiene Pads (available online or patterns on MMDC website) 
· Blankets (new or gently used) 
· Flashlights with batteries (new or used) 

They will also be collecting items for UMCOR Cleaning kits, UMCOR Hygiene kits and UMCOR School kits;  
specific items for kits are listed on the MMDC website. 

Midwest Mission website: http://www.midwestmission.org. 
(Check the website for more details on much needed items needed such as home made face masks, etc..) 

 June 18  Diana Codding 
   Winifred Dolezal 
              Case Hummel, Morgan Molnar 
         19  Janel Schroeder 
              Brian Lane 
        20  Richard & Rita Frantz 
        24  John & Ann Blecher                                           
   Bryce Reich 
        25  Bill & Sandy Payne  
   Lori Silva 
        26  Bob & Phyllis Hummel 
              Cathy McEvoy 
              Stephen Hummel 
        27  Jeff & Missy Wert 
             Brian & Amy Reich       
 Carleton & Jeanine Kirsch 



 
Attendance & Finance for April 2020 

Date Worship General Fund Building Fund 
4/5  Online    $12,963.20              $ 191.75 
4/12            “     (See 4/26)          102,389.92*  

4/19       “              “           

4/26       “        7719.00                347.00 

* Monies bequeathed to Granger UMC from                         
Mary Lou Brunskill’s estate 

Granger Township  
Bicentennial Celebration 
has been postponed until 

June 25-27, 2021. 

There will be some minor changes, but 
the activities will be virtually the same 
as those that were originally planned. 
See www.grangerhs.com for details.  

We hope to have the Plein Air 
(outdoor art) event this July or August 
this. The theme will be Granger barns.                                

Social distancing will be observed. 
Watch for details. 

One-of-a kind, handmade by Carla and 
Crew: Church World Service Cards for 

Father’s Day, Graduation, Teacher/
Coach Appreciation, All Occasions,                                       

 

 

 

 

 

available at the back of the sanctuary.      
Your $5.00 donation provides blankets     

or tools for those in need due to disasters 
and calamities. 

The Good News of                           
Granger UM Church 

Office Mgr./Editor: Elaine Konyha 
Email: office@grangerumc.org                   
Elaine’s Hours for June & July: 

Mon.-Fri: 9:00-1:30      
 Pastor: Rev. Bruce Hartley                          

Church: 330-239-2396 Parsonage: 234-248-4437 
www.grangerumc.org 

Summer Worship Schedule   
 Sunday 9:30 a.m. 
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