
Granger United Methodist Church 
Order of Worship: August 30, 2020 

(CCLI #20349450) 
13th Sunday after Pentecost 

Greeting 

Prayer Concerns & Invitation to Worship 

“Seek Ye First” (v. 1)  
The United Methodist Hymnal (1989), p. 405, v. 1 
 Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 
 And all these things shall be added unto you.  
 Allelu, alleluia!  

Scripture Focus:  Jude 3-4, 17-25 

Prayer: (unison)            
 We are welcomed into your presence this day by your gracious hospitality, O God. Grant that we 
 will lay aside our cares and anxieties to concentrate our thoughts on you alone. Open us to the 
 teaching and guidance for living which we receive, that we will be strengthened to walk with you 
 and follow wherever you lead us. Through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior, who taught us to 
 pray...  

The Lord’s Prayer (unison) 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on 
 earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
 forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Hymn:  “Forward Through the Ages” (vs.1,2) 
The United Methodist Hymnal (1989), p. 555  
 Forward through the ages, in unbroken line, 
 Move the faithful spirits at the call divine; 
 Gifts in differing measure, hearts of one accord, 
 Manifold the service, one the sure reward. 

  Refrain:            
  Forward through the ages, in unbroken line,       
  move the faithful spirits at the call divine. 

 Wider grows the kingdom, reign of love and light; 
 For it we must labor, till our faith is sight.        
 Prophets have proclaimed it, martyrs testified, 
 Poets sung its glory, heroes for it died. 

  Refrain 

Thoughts Along the Way:     “God’s People In a Troubled World: Keeping the Faith”      Rev. Bruce Hartley 

Prayer (unison) 
 Holy God, we are Easter people, people of hope and resurrection, but a lot of days still seem like 
 Good Friday. We feel stuck in pain and loss, fear and anxiety, worry and doubt. Resurrection 
 power seems to be in short supply, and we are not sure how your power impacts the difficulties 
 and suffering we face. Renew us again, dear Friend. Come alongside us and speak words of 
 grace and truth to us. Open our eyes to your constant presence and remind us that you are always 
 working out your redemptive purposes in our lives and in our world. Amen. 

Remember God’s goodness in your giving to Christ’s Church 

 
 



Hymn:  “A Charge to Keep I Have” 
The United Methodist Hymnal (1989), p. 413, v. 1,4 
 A charge to keep I have, a God to glorify,        
 A never dying soul to save, and fit it for the sky. 

 Help me to watch and pray, and on thyself rely, 
 Assured, if I my trust betray, I shall forever die. 

Go Forth  
May the power and blessing of Almighty God go with each of you as you leave now to minister to a 
weary world — remembering to make good and holy choices that will channel love, compassion, and 
the presence of God to those around us. And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you and those you love. Amen. 

Sermon Notes August 30, 2020 
“God’s People in a Troubled World: Keeping  the Faith” 

Jude 3-4, 17-25 
Purpose of Jude’s Letter: 
To learn to contend for the faith through steadfast witness, caring concern, and spiritual growth that 
builds up the church. 

Background of Jude: 
Four Sections: 
Jude 1-4 Introduction and purpose 
Jude 5-19 Warnings against the intruders 
Jude 20-23 Counsel to the faithful 
Jude 24-25 Benediction 

Jude is presumed to have been written to remind the “beloved” just how serious the heresies were and to 
encourage them to defend and proclaim “the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints” (Jude 3). 
In so doing, Jude urges them to build themselves up in faith; pray in the Spirit; to abide in God’s love;   
to trust in Christ’s mercy; to hope for eternal life; to care for the faltering; and even to try to save the 
heretics who were corrupting them (Jude 20-23). 

What kinds of disciplines/spiritual practices did you hear in today’s “Thoughts” that will build God’s 
people up to be more faithful disciples? 

Of the disciplines, is there one that feels more natural? 

Of the disciplines, is there one that does not come as natural to you (you have to really work at it)? 

What difficult times in your life have you found reaching out to God for assurance and strength? 

Jude wrote to remind/encourage God’s people to “build themselves up” to face the challenges of their 
day. If this is a troubled time in life, what one adjustment can you make today to “build yourself up” to 
face your challenges? (Examples: identify a daily devotion to use, reconnect with God in prayer,                  
participate in a means of service to your community) 

If you would like to talk about “building yourself up” email pastor@grangerumc.org me and we can   
video chat or set up a FTF over a cup of coffee.  


