Sermon Notes September 13, 2020
“A Call to Faithfulness: The Cost of Commitment”
2 Timothy 2:1-13
Possible helpful background that may aid your understanding:

Strong influences in Timothy’s faith development - His mother, his grandmother, Paul, Peter, Silas, Barnabus,
Apollos, Aquila and Mark to name a few.
In 1st and 2nd Timothy, Timothy is called to respond by living a disciplined life, based on the power of God.
Timothy is further exhorted to be strong in grace.
In addition, Timothy is reminded of 3 metaphors regarding commitment:
Loyalty: One cannot have divided loyalties and still be considered “committed.” For Timothy, this means that
he must cut out of his life everything that will not be pleasing to Christ or that will cut into his total commitment to Christ.
Discipline: Just like an athlete is not free to do as he/she pleases, not if they wish to compete. For Timothy,
the key to this metaphor is long-term discipline.
Hard Work: Disciplined to do the work that needs to be done. For Timothy, a reminded that being a
Christian is hard work. Paul reminds Timothy that he has to keep working at faith and life.
What would it mean to be in better spiritual shape every year?
What kinds of discipline would you have to follow to do that?
Have you heard the statement, “It’s just a cross you have to bear.”? What is meant when this term is used?
(ex: self-sacrifice, giving freely of ourselves, etc.)
(Responses from Facebook and website posts)

·
·

“A lot of important worrisome, burdens..”
“Unwanted, not asked for, expected (because of role or position), a responsibility one is expected to
address, take care of, often by themselves, without appreciation or support of others...much like Jesus did
carry his cross (literally)”

“Bearing the marks of Christ” – This could lead others to say, “Look at these Christians, how they love one
another.”
How would people in our community know that we love one another – and that we love the world?
What kinds of discipline do Christians follow in order to be more faithful disciples?
John Wesley encouraged “Works of Mercy” and “Works of Piety” – check out the resources below or go to
UMC.org and explore
https://www.seedbed.com/meeting-jesus-in-the-works-of-mercy/
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/grace-responding-with-piety-and-mercy
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/blog/works-of-piety
What are some ways to reinforce a choice to be faithful?
¨ Prayer
¨ Regular communion,
¨ Participate in a “Baptismal Remembrance”
¨ Faithful service (singing in choir, teaching Sunday School, Habitat for Humanity, teaching English as a
Second Language, etc.)
If you have additional means to remain faithful, share those so others will be strengthened.
Reminder: All who follow Jesus will fall short in discipleship. Be mindful of God’s grace. Grace means God
does not deny us, even when we deny God.
How can Granger UMC support you and your household to nurture living into “A Call to Faithfulness”?
Please email pastor@grangerumc.org with your suggestions.

¨
¨
¨

Members on active duty and their families: Dylan Brooks (Ewing)
All healthcare workers, first responders and essential workers
Prayers for healing and strength:
Walter & Dorothy Starcher
Kristin Hendricks (Kirsch)
Sebastian Kunkler
Val Ewing
Josh Ewing
Lori Silva
Ruth Beadnell
Jenny (Kunklers)
Jeff Parker
Paul Starcher

Harold Simmons
Sharron Kopowski
Marlene Pfister

Our sympathy to family and friends of Steven Little, Pastor Dave Maly’s son-in-law, who died unexpectedly
on August 30. To send a card to Steve’s wife, Christine Little, and children, Jordan and Max, the
address is: 222 Dunhill Dr., Durham, NC 27713.

If you have a prayer concern please email office@grangerumc.org or leave a message on Elaine’s voicemail at
the church. When you leave a message, it’s important to stipulate if the concern is...
¨ For pastor only OR
¨ To be shared on our website and email prayer chain
Each week we publish a list of friends and members from the directory, matching them with a day from the
upcoming week. Please pray on the day shown for the people listed below:
Sept. 13: Tyler Lenhart
“ 14: Kathie Long
“ 15: Gerald & Janet Loomis
“ 16: Pat Loomis
“ 17: Charlie & Kim Lukens; Grace, Addison & Riley
“ 18: Pastor Dave and Carmen Maly
“ 19: Jim & Suzan McCreanor

The flowers for today’s service are given to the glory of God.
The rose on the altar is in honor of the birth of Maximus Henry Phillips,
born September 9, weighing 7 lbs. 12 oz. Congratulations to proud parents
Matthew and Laura Phillips and ECSTATIC grandparents Sandy & Peter Phillips!

For the foreseeable future, we will meet on Sundays at 9:30
a.m. in the front parking lot for drive-in worship. Tune in to FM 88.7 on your radio dial. Please remain in
your car; restrooms are currently not available. The Order of Worship may be downloaded from the new
website at https://grangerumc.org. Unison prayers and hymns are printed there. If you’re unable to join us in
person, the service will be posted on the website and Granger UMC’s Facebook page.

Gifts to Granger UMC

Your prayers and support for the church are appreciated in this time of physical distancing. As you are able,
pledges and gifts may be mailed to the church or given through our new online giving option!
How to give online:
· Go to https://grangerumc.org, click on “Giving” at the top of the Home page
· In the next screen, click on the gold “Give Here” box and follow the instructions given there.

Hospice of the Western Reserve
Virtual Volunteer Training

Operation HOMES
is housing guests in bargain rate motels during the
pandemic. This of course is depleting finances.
Although gift cards (local grocery stores, Mastercard,
Visa, etc.) are appreciated, financial donations are most
urgently needed and easiest to use where needed at the
discretion of Operation HOMES staff, be it for food,
lodging, etc. Donations may be left at the church office
or call me (330-239-1518) and I will be happy to pick
them up at your convenience. (If writing a check,
please make it out to Operation HOMES.) Thank you!
- Jami Rak

Looking for a way to help individuals in your
community? Are you willing to engage with
homebound patients and families by
phone or mail?
Consider becoming a Hospice of the Western
Reserve Volunteer. We have extended our
virtual volunteer training sessions for new
volunteers at least until the end of 2020.
For more information, contact us at
216.255.9090 or fill out an online application at
hospicewr.org/volunteers. Volunteers who
complete virtual training will be able to provide
in-person visits when it is deemed safe.

Joan Ibbett/Resource Nurse

Fall Bazaar
Saturday, October 10
9:00 a.m.—2:00p.m.
UMW will hold a scaled down
version of the bazaar in the church
Pavilion. Many nice Fall and
Christmas items will be available
for purchase, as well as jam and
maybe cranberry relish
(frozen only, no jars).
Please pass the word to friends,
family and neighbors!

