
Sermon Notes October 25, 2020 
“Finding Our Way...Back to God: To Be Known” 

Excerpts from John 4 

Background – Samaritans were considered by Jews to be traitorous, unclean half-
breeds. Some Jews in that region had intermarried with the Babylonian conquerors, 
rejected portions of the Hebrew Scriptures, worshipped not in Jerusalem but on Mt. 
Gerizim, and failed to support a Jewish uprising against the Romans. Thus, the Jews 
of Samaria had become Samaritans. The Jews considered the Samaritans unclean; 
contact with them was disdained.  

“Jesus passed through Samaria on his way north and stopped by a well to rest.”  

Drawing water at noon – it would have been hot in the blazing Middle Eastern sun. 
The Samaritan woman came to the well at the hottest time of day, on purpose.  
Usually women came in the morning or the evening when it was cooler and came 
with others for safety and companionship. This woman came by herself. 

Living the story 
Recall an experience when you were “caught with your hand in the cookie jar” – 
when you were confronted, how did you react? Did you ever do it again? 

How long did it take you to trust another person with a deep part of your past? 
How did you feel when you no longer expended so much energy hiding?  

How long did it take you to trust God with a deep, shadowy part of your past? 
How did you feel when you no longer expended so much energy keeping the past 
from God? 

Have you ever tried to deflect Jesus’/Holy Spirit’s inquiries into your life? When did 
Jesus get too close for comfort? What happened? 

The Point 
God desires that we feel known by Him – fully and unconditionally LOVED! Well? 
Do you? 

What will it take to find your way…back to God? 

 



Music to Center our Hearts recorded by Lynne Rench 

Opening Conversation: Rev. Bruce 

Pastor’s Prayer 

Scripture Focus: John 4 excerpts  (Read by Alex Burns) 

Prayer Concerns:          
 Walter & Dorothy Starcher         Sebastian Kunkler         Harold Simmons              
 Val Ewing                           Josh Ewing        Lori Silva          
 Jeff Parker                      Marlene Pfister       Millie Haddix          
 Paul Starcher                         
 Our sympathy to family and friends of Judy Barto who passed away 10/13;  
   Mother of Kim Lukens 
 May God rest a healing hand upon those who have been named. Let us 
 join our hearts and voices...  

Hymn:  “Jesus Loves Me” 
The United Methodist Hymnal (1989) p. 191, v. 1,2 
 Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so. 
 Little ones to him belong; they are weak, but he is strong. 
  Refrain: 
  Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 
  Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so. 
 Jesus loves me! This I know, as he loved so long ago, 
 Taking children on his knee, saying, “Let them come to me.” 
  Refrain 

Thoughts Along the Way:                                                        Rev. Bruce Hartley                                      
“Finding Our Way...Back to God: To Be Known”  

Prayer (responsive):   

 Call:  Where does our hope rest? 

 Response:  Our hope rests in you, God.  

 Call:  We do not hope in power or fame. 
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 Response:  Our hope rests in you, God. 

 Call:  We do not hope in leaders or kings. 

 Response:  Our hope rests in you, God. 

 Call:  We do not hope in material things. 

 Response:  Our hope rests in you, God. 

 Call:  We do not hope in human knowledge or wisdom. 

 Response:  Our hope rests in you, God. 

 Call:  We have hope because you are our hope. 

 Response:  Our hope rests in you, God. 

Lord’s Prayer (unison) 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
 come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
 daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
 trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
 evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever 
 and ever. Amen. 

Remember God’s goodness in your giving to Christ’s church 

Go Forth 

Postlude 

 TODAY’S ALTAR FLOWERS ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD: 
In honor of Paulette Martinez’s 50th Birthday, 

From her mother, Dorothy Keck 


