
Granger United Methodist Church 
Order of Worship: November 29, 2020 

First Sunday of Advent 
(CCLI #20349450) 

 

Prelude 

Lighting of Advent Candle Liturgy 
 Reader One: If ever there was a year we needed Advent, this is the year. We hardly know 
 how to describe the year we have lived through. We hesitate to reflect on all the mess around 
 us in 2020. All we know is that nothing seems right, nothing seems like it used to be, nothing. 
 We need Advent! 
 Reader Two: The prophet Isaiah cried out for us, “O that you would tear open the heavens 
 and come down … To make your name known … so that nations might tremble at your 
 presence.” So tear through the mess, O Lord, and come down to us again. We long to be your 
 people, a people of hope. 
 Reader One: We light this first candle as a sign of our hope.  (Light the candle.) 
 Hope that you can meet us, even in the mess of our world. Hope that you still see us, though we 
 feel we are lost in the rubble. Let this light be the guide that brings us to Emmanuel once more. 

Hymn:  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  
The United Methodist Hymnal (1989), p. 211, v. 1,2 
 O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
 That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
  Refrain:  
  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 O come, thou Wisdom from on high, and order all things far and nigh; 
 To us the path of knowledge show and cause us in her ways to go. 
  Refrain 

Scripture Focus:  Mark 13: 24-27 

Prayer Concerns: 
 Walter & Dorothy Starcher       Sebastian Kunkler         Harold Simmons          Val Ewing                           
 Josh Ewing            Jeff Parker                   Millie Haddix           Bernie Arnold      
 George Rodgers                Amy Kunkler         Carol Marshall  Kris Parker
 Don Simmons                          Robin Baker 
     May God rest a healing hand upon those who have been named.   

Prayer 

Thoughts Along the Way:                   “Incarnation: God’s Intrusion”       Rev. Bruce Hartley  

Hymn:  “Love Came Down at Christmas”  
The United Methodist Hymnal (1989), p. 242 
 Love came down at Christmas, Love all lovely, Love divine; 
 Love was born at Christmas; star and angels gave the sign. 
 Worship we the Godhead, Love incarnate, Love divine; 
 Worship we our Jesus, but where with for sacred sign? 
 Love shall be our token; love be yours and love be mine; 
 Love to God and all men, love for plea and gift and sign.       

 



The Lord’s Prayer (unison) 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
 done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
 trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever 
 and ever. Amen. 

God loved and so he gave. We love God and so we give — gifts can be given online or sent to 
the church office. Thank you for your support to the mission and ministry of Granger UMC. 

Postlude            

Sermon Notes 
November 29, 2020  

First Sunday of Advent 
Advent Season - Advent comes from the Latin word, adventus, meaning "coming." It is a season to 
prepare for the coming of Christ in various meanings: the promised coming of the Messiah to the 
Jews, the coming of Jesus being born in Bethlehem, the promised return of the risen Christ in final  
victory, and the continual coming of Christ into the lives and hearts of believers. 

Learn more, click this link https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/all-about-advent  

The Purpose of this series: Seek to understand the God’s purpose for the “Incarnation.” The Latin 
word means “embodiment” or “become flesh”. We will explore questions of the Incarnation, namely: 
Why would God come to us in Jesus?  
What was the purpose of the Incarnation?  
How are we meant to respond to the Incarnation today? 

“Incarnation: God’s Intrusion” 

Mark 13:24-37 

The Point: The coming of Jesus is the greatest intrusion in human history, and the greatest intrusion in 
your life. Jesus makes all things new. 

Background: The gospel reading from Mark this week includes three separate units that all share a 
common theme: The Son of Man's return is imminent, and all had better keep alert and be prepared 
for his arrival. 

Jesus maintains that we cannot know exactly when the Son of Man will burst onto the scene, nor even 
be sure if we stand among the elect, we can watch for telltale signs of his approach. Jesus does not 
suggest that there is some secret cache of knowledge available to a privileged few. Instead, he uses 
the example of the fig tree to suggest that discerning the Son of Man's approach takes nothing more 
than attentiveness and common sense. In this way Jesus makes discipleship itself open to all -- not 
just a learned few with special powers and knowledge. 

Jesus' key advice remains constant throughout the two parables he offers in Mark 13:28-36 -- 
"watch" or be alert. 
 
What have you rediscovered during the pandemic?  
(ex. reading...an actual book, a favorite television show, podcasts, your love of cooking, baking, 
sleeping, walking, meditation, your spouse!) Please share when you come up with something.        
Pastor@grangerumc.org  


