
Sermon Notes November 8, 2020 
“Finding Our Way...Back to God: One Thing Lacking ” 

Mark 10:17-27 

Purpose: Humanity may yearn for God, but balks at the terms God offers. Resistance to 
the call of God is inevitable but can be overcome. 

Background: 
Eternal life meant not only life everlasting, it meant living life today in accord with 
God’s will. 
Wealth in first century Judaism – people felt that riches were a sign of God’s favor.   
Having a lot meant blessings had been given in reward for righteous living. (See this   
implied in Job.) Jesus’ instruction to sell everything and give it to the poor would have 
been interpreted  as tossing God’s blessings back in God’s face, a sign of disrespect.    
The man would have been making himself like the unrighteous and the unblessed.     
The man could not do it. 

“Emptying out, not achieving more, was the way to inherit eternal life.” 

Living the Story today… 
In what ways have you tried to live your life as a “good” person in the conventional 
sense? What, if anything, is lacking? 
The rich man asked about eternal life. If you could ask Jesus one question pertinent to 
the living of your life, what would it be? 
Jesus asked the rich man to sell all he had and give it to the poor. What kinds of posses-
sions block your following of Jesus? 
What do you fear Jesus will ask of you? 
Try praying The Covenant Prayer in the Wesleyan Tradition. 

The Wesley Covenant Prayer 
I am no longer my own, but thine. 

Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt. 
Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 

Let me be employed for thee or laid aside for thee,  
exalted for thee or brought low for thee.  

Let me be full, let me be empty. Let me have all things, let me have nothing.                          
I freely and heartily yield all things to thy pleasure and disposal. 

And now, O glorious and blessed God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
thou art mine, and I am thine. 

So be it. 
And the covenant which I have made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven. 

Amen. 

 



Music to Center our Hearts recorded by Lynne Rench 

Opening Conversation: Rev. Bruce 

Pastor’s Prayer  

Scripture Focus Mark 10:17-27 

Prayer Concerns:          
 Walter & Dorothy Starcher         Sebastian Kunkler         Harold Simmons              
 Val Ewing                           Josh Ewing        Lori Silva          
 Jeff Parker                      Marlene Pfister       Millie Haddix          
 Paul Starcher       Bernie Arnold       Sharron Kopowski 
 George Rodgers                David Kennedy   

 May God rest a healing hand upon those who have been named. Let us 
 join our hearts and voices...  

Hymn:  “I Surrender All to Jesus” 
The United Methodist Hymnal (1989) p. 354, v. 1, 4 
 All to Jesus I surrender; all to him I freely give; 
 I will ever love and trust him, in his presence daily live. 
  Refrain: 
  I surrender all, I surrender all, 
  All to thee, my blessed Savior, I surrender all. 
 All to Jesus I surrender; Lord, I give myself to thee; 
 Fill me with thy love and power; let thy blessing fall on me. 
  Refrain 

Thoughts Along the Way:                Rev. Bruce Hartley        
“Finding our Way...Back to God: One Thing Lacking” 
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Prayer (unison):   
 God, our Father, guide our hearts. Free us from ourselves. Teach us to be 
 content in all circumstances. Even now, we are concerned about the money 
 we do have, or the money we don’t have. The things that we need and the 
 things that we want constantly bombard us. But today, we want to recog-
 nize that all we have is from you. You are our provider, and you know our 
 needs better than even we know them. Teach us to be content in all circum-
 stance. Free us from ourselves. Guide our hearts, Father, as we pray as Jesus 
 taught… 

Lord’s Prayer (unison) 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
 kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  

Remember God’s goodness in your giving to Christ’s church 

Go Forth 

Postlude 


