
Granger United Methodist Church 
Order of Worship: December 6, 2020 

Second Sunday of Advent 
(CCLI #20349450) 

Prelude 

Lighting of Advent Candle Liturgy: John & Jo Ann Mountain 
 Reader One: Our lists are long, even in this strange mess where we live these days.  And we 
 want to do it right, we want to be safe, but we want to be able to enjoy the season.  We’ve 
 got work to do to put right what has gone wrong, to heal what is broken, to mend the 
 relationships, and to prepare for the company that will come. 
 Reader Two: The prophet Isaiah reminded us that there is work to be done.  “Prepare the way 
 of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.”  When God comes in, then 
 healing is to be found, but we need to make the way; we need to open the door into our lives. 
 Reader One: So, we light these candles (light 2 candles), as a sign of our faith that the God  
 we worship is not far from us and that we can clear the way for that God to come and dwell 
 with us. We light these candles in faith that company is coming. 

Hymn:  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  
The United Methodist Hymnal (1989), p. 211, v. 1,2 
 O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
 That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
  Refrain:  
  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 O come, thou Wisdom from on high, and order all things far and nigh; 
 To us the path of knowledge show and cause us in her ways to go. 
  Refrain 

Scripture Focus:  Isaiah 40: 1-11 

Prayer Concerns: 
 Walter & Dorothy Starcher       Sebastian Kunkler         Harold Simmons          Val Ewing                           
 Josh Ewing            Jeff Parker                   Millie Haddix           Bernie Arnold      
 George Rodgers                Robin Baker         Carolyn Cernik 

     May God rest a healing hand upon those who have been named.   

Prayer 

Thoughts Along the Way:         “Incarnation: Making Things Straight”       Rev. Bruce Hartley  

Hymn:  “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”  
The United Methodist Hymnal (1989), p. 196 
 Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
 from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee. 
 Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 
 dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.  

 Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King, 
 Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
 By thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne.      

 



The Lord’s Prayer (unison) 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
 done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
 trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever 
 and ever. Amen. 

God loved and so he gave. We love God and so we give — gifts can be given online or sent to 
the church office. Thank you for your support to the mission and ministry of Granger UMC. 

Go Forth 

Postlude            

Sermon Notes December 6 2020 
“Incarnation: Making Things Straight” 

Isaiah 40:1-11 
Background: 

The prophet Isaiah, the son of Amoz, proclaimed God’s message from 742-701 B.C. 

Isaiah is directed by God to invite Israel to return home. God declared the end of Israel’s exile in Baby-
lon. God will lead them home and carry them in his mighty arms. 

If portions of the scripture focus sound familiar, Luke records John the Baptist calling out the same verses: 
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight;” (Luke 3:3-4 

Point: Isaiah dreamed of a better world, and Jesus Christ brought that dream to life. When the birth of 
Jesus is celebrated at Christmas, remember he is the one who has the power to straighten us out, but also 
the grace and love to restore us. He makes the rough places smooth and the crooked ways straight. 

God revealed to Isaiah, who in turn shared with Israel, a better world. Jesus brought that dream to life. 
What would a “better world” look like from your perspective? 

“God, motivated by love, came as one of us.” Where is God challenging you, motivated by love, to be 
God’s love in the flesh? (Yes, we are challenged to be the incarnation of God’s love in the world.) 

When the birth of Jesus is celebrated a t Christmas, we remember he is the one who has the power to 
straighten us out, but also the grace and love to restore us. He makes the rough places smooth and 
the crooked ways straight. 

Does the thought of being smoothed and straightened frighten you? What would prevent you from 
God’s desire to restore? 

When God forgives, the slate is wiped clean. For them (Israelites), and for us.” Is this truth difficult for 
you to believe? Can you wipe your own slate clean? 

Where do we need restoration today? We look around and see: 
· The fouling of air, land and water 
· Our relationships and see brokenness between friends, colleagues, spouses and family members 
· We look inside ourselves and see the decay of our morals and our aspirations. 

What would you add to the list of where we and the world need restoration? 
 


