Granger United Methodist Church
Order of Worship: Christmas Eve 2020
(CCLI #20349450)

Prelude: Christmas Medley Virtual Choir (Lyrics on Page 5)
Greeting
Lighting the Advent and Christ Candle: Naudia Lenhart
Advent hope moves us; Advent love leads us; Advent joy stirs us; Advent peace stills us, that
we might affirm our King Jesus.
It is time we set flame to this Advent affirmation by lighting the Christ Candle.
(light four blue candles and the center Christ candle)
We believe that Jesus is the Son of God.
He was born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judea.
He was the long-awaited Messiah whose coming was prophesied.
The same Jesus lives today in our hearts.
He deserves our highest loyalty and total commitment.
In Jesus Christ our hope is fulfilled; our love is consummated; our joy is complete; and our peace
is sealed.
Rejoice, a Savior is born.
A savior is born, indeed. Joy to the word!

Hymn: “O Come, All Ye Faithful”: David Rench McCauley, Soloist
The United Methodist Hymnal (1989), p. 234 (v. 1, 3)
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.
Come and behold him, born the King of angels;

Refrain:

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation;
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest;

Refrain
Invocation (unison)
God of us all, we come as your faithful to Bethlehem on this amazing night. We come to gather
around the manger and see for ourselves this wondrous love you offer. We come to worship the
baby, born to be king. Make us worthy to receive your gift of grace, O God. And let us go from
this place a people renewed in our faith to give your gift of love and peace to each person we
meet, as it was given to us so long ago. Come, let us worship the king, who taught us to pray…
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

(continued)
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Scripture Lesson: Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19
Carol: “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”: Soloist, Lori Silva
The United Methodist Hymnal (1989), P. 196
Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art:
Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.
Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King,
Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone;
By thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne.
Scripture Lesson: Genesis 22:15-18

Hymn: “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”: Soloist, David Rench McCauley
The United Methodist Hymnal (1989), p. 211 (v. 1, 3)
Oh come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.

Refrain:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, O come, great Lord of might, who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height
In ancient times once gave the law in cloud and majesty and awe.

Refrain
Scripture Lesson: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 Reader: Gavin Kennedy
Carol: “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”: Soloist, Lori Silva
The United Methodist Hymnal (1989), p. 218 (v. 1, 4)
It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, good will to men, from heaven’s all gracious King.”
The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing.
For lo! The days are hastening on, by prophet seen of old,
When with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold
When peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling,
And the whole world send back the song which now the angels sing.
Scripture Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-4, 6-9
Respond to God’s gift through our giving

Carol: “O Little Town of Bethlehem”: Soloist, Hope Walton
The United Methodist Hymnal (1989), p. 230 (v. 1, 3)
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie;
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.
How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given;
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.
Gospel Lesson: Luke 2:1-20

(continued)
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Carol: “The First Noel”: Soloist, Hope Walton
The United Methodist Hymnal (1989), p. 245 (v. 1, 2)
The first Noel the angel did say
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.

Refrain:

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.
They looked up and saw a star
shining in the east beyond them far;
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night.

Refrain
Meditation

“Best Christmas Ever?!”

Rev. Bruce Hartley

Sharing the Light—”Silent Night” Virtual Choir (see below)
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Go Forth
Postlude

Pastor

Rev. Bruce Hartley

Organist

Lynne Rench
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Virtual Choir Medley Lyrics for Prelude:
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King:
peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!"
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
join the triumph of the skies;
with th'angelic hosts proclaim,
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
Hark! the herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King"
(When piano starts it is a 4 measure intro -16 counts in 4/4. Be sure to only sing “Amen”.)

Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen.
Solo: See the Little baby
Choir: Amen
Solo: Lying in a manger
Choir: Amen
Solo: On Christmas morning.
Choir: Amen Amen Amen
Solo: We’re singing alleluia!
Choir: Amen
Solo: Jesus is my Savior,
Choir: Amen
Solo: who lives forever!
Choir: Amen Amen Amen
The first Noel the angel did say
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
on a cold winter's night that was so deep.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,
born is the King of Israel.
Joy to the world! the Lord is come;
Let earth receive her King;
Let ev'ry heart prepare him room,
And heav'n and nature sing,
And heav'n and nature sing,

