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Thoughts Along the Way… 

During April and May, Haggai, of the Old Testament, has been 

our focus in worship. Haggai was called by God to challenge  

the Israelites to readdress their priorities and align them with 

God’s priorities. It proves to be a bigger challenge then Haggai 

first thought. 

I propose there is often a trigger event that leads to rethinking 

priorities – a loss of income, a health emergency, a pandemic, 

etc. In other words, shifting priorities is often thrust upon us   

rather than voluntarily chosen. That is not always the case,     

but often the case. 

God’s People who are Granger UMC, are in a time of rethinking 

what our priorities will be going forward – not only in a 

post=pandemic nation/world, but also in a post-Elaine Konyha 

world and adjustments to financial support for the mission and 

ministry God is calling. 

Granger UMC has been blessed with a wonderful person who grew into the position of Adminis-

trative Assistant. Elaine has witnessed and weathered her share of transitions in the church she 

was raised in. Now, she deservedly chooses to embrace a new season in her life and how can we 

argue that choice. 

Granger UMC will notice adjustments to what we have come to expect.  

• Office coverage will be adjusted as the workload increases when the programming at the 

church increases. As church life is in flux, days and hours when someone will be in the office 

will be posted on the website, the exterior door nearest the office and the phone messaging 

system. Your patience is requested as this time in Granger UMC’s life becomes clearer. 

The Leadership Team welcomes Donna Heuler to the Granger UMC staff. The new title is     

“Office and Digital Communications Coordinator.” Donna is scheduled for 10-15 hours per week. 
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• Custodial coverage has been adjusted since January. The Leadership Team prioritized how    

to maintain the building for in-person worship and existing small groups that were functioning 

before Covid restrictions. The heavy dependence and desired flexibility of the custodian      

position may no longer be realistic. The ease of access to the building may not be as easy.   

Preplanning and scheduling access to the building will be vital. Your patience is requested as 

the needs of the mission and ministry evolving at GUMC become clearer.  

• Worship is another ministry at GUMC reflecting adjustments. We have been celebrating        

in-person worship since Palm Sunday. But we are also streaming a worship service on-line.    

All indications are this dual approach will continue for the foreseeable future. Worship is a 

priority in every faith community, and it will remain so at Granger UMC. If you are not yet 

comfortable coming into the sanctuary to worship, please join us on-line. Your patience is   

requested as the worship experiences evolve at GUMC. 

I conclude with the reminder the prophet Haggai offered the Israelites in the face of new          

priorities, “Be strong, all you people of the land, declares the Lord, and work. For I am with   

you, declares the Lord Almighty.” Haggai 2:4b 

God is with Granger UMC as we seek to align with God’s priorities in an ever-changing world. 

Living in Hope,  

Rev. Bruce 

Welcome Donna Garza Heuler to the Church Office 

Donna is joining Granger United Methodist Church as our Office and Digital 

Communication Coordinator. Her first day was Friday, April 23.  

Donna has worked for a number of years as an office manager and we are 

delighted to welcome her to the Granger UMC team. She will participate in 

employee onboarding activities with Elaine Konyha (retiring April 30).  

Donna will be managing office communications as well as all our digital    

communications (Facebook and our Webpage). Take a moment to stop by 

and welcome Donna to our church community. (She’s a person of many     

talents who you’ll enjoy chatting with and getting to know; I sure have!—EK) 

She has a lot to share with us as she loves crafts, 

reads excessively, loves dogs, and enjoys all genres 

of music. (Need something notarized? For friends and members of the 

church, give her a call and she can do that too!)   

The Heuler Family lives in Eaton Township, where Donna spends most 

evenings playing cards with her mother, who lives with the Heulers.   

(She does not let her mother win!) She has been married to James Heuler 

for 19 years as of early April and is the mother of 3: Brooke 19, Daniel 18, 

and Emily 16. They have a dog named Percy.  

Thanks for joining me in welcoming Donna to the team! 

Susan Olson, Chair of Leadership Team and Chair of SPR 
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May 1   Guy & Elaine Konyha 

       2   Larry & Sharron Kopowski 

       4   Don Codding, Don Beavers 

       5   Kirk & Evie Varrelmann 

       6   Phil & Nancy Baird 

            Jim Rench 

       7   Ben Hitchcock 

 Brian Hitchcock 

      12  Megan Askins 

 Kathie Long 

      17  Casey Paulson 

27   Amy Reich 

28   George & Michelle Clapham 

       Dennis Gerspacher 

29  Mary Barrick 

30  Doris Beal 

 

June 3  Dave & Joy Molnar 

        5   Ken Ferguson 

        6   Dan Woods 

        8   Dave & Joy Molnar 

             Jim & Denise Connelly 

 

18   Gavin Kennedy 

19   Craig Lane, Kirk Varrelmann 

      Tim Varrelmann 

22  Kim Lukens, Renee Hellman 

23  Doug & Colette Patty 

      Sandy Payne 

26  Jo Ann Mountain 

 

Our deepest sympathy to family and friends of those who have passed away: 

Dan, friend of Kathie Long 

Ron Wilson, uncle of Janet Hartley 

Anthony Casedonte, Michelle Clapham’s father 

The Good News of                              

Granger UM Church 

Office & Digital Communications Coordinator:  

Donna Heuler   

Office Hours 9am-3:30pm M Th F 

 Pastor: Rev. Bruce Hartley  

Church Phone: 330-239-2396;                                  

Parsonage: 234-248-4276; www.grangerumc.org 

Sunday Worship Schedule:  

  9:30 a.m. in person in the sanctuary; 

Also available on our website anytime during 

the week at www.grangerumc.org , 

on our Facebook page, Youtube and 

toll free by phone at 330-222-3264 

Attention Crafters: 

 

 

We are hoping to be able to restart our craft gatherings 

again soon, obviously with Covid safety in mind.   Since 

Medina Fall Foliage will be in Granger October 9 & 10 

this year, we are looking at having a craft bazaar that 

weekend, possibly in the pavilion, as we did successfully 

in 2020.  As is customary, our proceeds will benefit plac-

es like Flat Rock Homes, Highland Support Network, 

and Choaids in Haiti.   In addition, we would like to be 

able to supply feminine hygiene products for needy 

women, another effort we have supported for many 

years.  We are considering options where we can donate 

items we have made to places like Midwest Missions 

where we have donated cloth diapers or Church World 

Service where we have donated school bags.  If you are 

in need of craft supplies, ask us and we  may be able to 

provide you with what you need or if you have ideas 

for crafts or beneficiaries of our efforts, please contact 

Roberta Gifford at 330-239-2169 or JoAnn Boruvka 330

-239-2691 
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Summary of 2021  Virtual Worship Service Views/Listens plus In-Person 

As of 4/24/2021 5:00 pm 

 

Sources: GUMC YouTube Site; GUMC Facebook Site; GUMC Website Listen Page via Google Analytics; Sermon by Phone Listings. * Note YouTube and Facebook count only 
count as one per view, however viewership may be a couple or an entire family, so these numbers under represent the number of actual viewers. 

 YouTube 
Views* 

Facebook 
Views* 

Listen 
Online 

Phone In 
Person 

Totals 
2021 

Totals 
2020 

General 
Funds 

Building 
funds 

April 1 (MT) 5 17 7 7 N/A 36 + N/A 0.00 0.00 

April 4 (E) 13 66 8 9 32 128 119 2575.20 101.75 

April 11 30 20 14 5 25 94 40 4160.80 85.00 

Leadership Team Updates 
 

The Leadership Team has been updating SPR documents to reflect the new simplified board mod-
el. Revised job descriptions for staff are posted in the PORTAL on the GUMC website. The Team 
approved recommendations to hire Donna Heuler as the Office and Digital Communications Co-
ordinator. Elaine Konyha will be retiring April 30, 2021 after 40 years of service to GUMC. A re-
ception will be held after services on May 2 for Elaine. The Team also approved Alex Burns for 
the summer Digital Media Internship which included videography, editing, and posting in the var-
ious platforms digital worship services. She will serve in this internship through August. Megan 
Krosnick, a junior in the media technology program at Wadsworth High School and part of the Six 
Compact Career Technical Programs will complete her videography internship the end of May. 
Megan has done a great job.  
The Team approved 80,000 dollars for a new roof and are looking into foundation repairs. Month-
ly meetings are posted in Google on the GUMC webpage and materials/agenda on the GUMC 
website PORTAL. Questions regarding the Leadership Team,  please contact Susan Olson, Chair, 
at grangerumc2020@gmail.com.  

UPDATED MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY 
 
Updated directories are in the office and on the table in the worship hall. 
Please call the office if you need one mailed or emailed to you. 

mailto:grangerumc2020@gmail.com
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Thank you, Missions! 
     Thank you for bringing Hope, Peace, Joy and Love to those in need around the world 
and around the corner. Midwest Mission is grateful you have shown God’s love by sharing 
the blessings he has given you. It is amazing to watch God multiply your gifts through    
this ministry.     In gratitude, 
     Chantel Corrie 

     Thank you for your donation to OPEN M in support of our programs and services. 
Because of your generosity and support to OPEN M we are able to provide new beginnings 
to our community’s most vulnerable individuals and families. Your continued belief in the 
OPEN M mission  and vision allows us to provide sustainability and hope each day.  
     Thank you for helping us heal and help those in need one person, one family at a time. 
We truly appreciate your generous gift.  Blessings, 
      Christine Curry, Chief Executive Officer 

     Feeding Medina County would like to thank you for your generous contribution of 
$500. Your donation will made a huge impact in the lives of so many Medina County resi-
dents. Your commitment to Feeding Medina county will go a long way in helping us end 
child hunger through our Weekenders for Children program. Additionally, your gift helps 
us provide food to low income seniors in our Staples for Seniors program, as well as, deliv-
er food to 24 food pantries across the county.  
     Please extend our gratitude to everyone at Granger Untied Methodist Church for this 
donation! At a time when more people are experiencing food insecurity than ever before, 
please rest assured that this will be put to good use!       
     - Sincerely, Katy Fuerst, Executive Director 

     Heifer families thrive because they have you by their side. I hope you know it means so 
very much to them that you have faith int heir ability to succeed. You’re transforming live 
and futures—one family at a time—and they, like me, are deeply appreciative of your com-
mitment to this urgent work.   
     That’s why I want to take a moment to thank you for your support as a compassionate 
member of the Heifer community. You’re doing your part to make the world a better place 
right now and creating an impact that will last for generations to come. Thank you. I look 
forward to continuing our journey together to end hunger and poverty...for good! 
      With gratitude, 
      Pierre U. Ferrari, President and CEO 

     On behalf of those we serve...we thank you for your generous gift to Ohio Guidestone’s 
General Operating Fund. Your charitable support allows us to help the thousands of indi-
viduals we serve rise above the challenges and stigmas of mental illness, addiction and fi-
nancial hardship, setting them on the path to recovery and lifelong success. 
    Throughout our history of more than 156 years, OhioGuidestone has evolved to meet 
the changing needs of the individuals, families and neighborhoods in our community 
through mental health counseling, substance use disorder treatment, workforce develop-
ment training and more. Your generous contribution provides access to transformative 
behavioral health and recovery solutions, allowing those we serve to resent their paths, re-
claim their autonomy and restore their purpose.     
  With gratitude, Cindy Naegele, V.P. of Advancement & Communications 

A request 
from                   

Flat Rock 
Homes 

Masks, with 

ear loops,  

continue to 

be accepted.  

If you have 

masks to     

donate, please 

email Rose at    

rdarling@ 

flatrock 

homes.org. 

We’ll coordi-

nate pick up 

and get them 

to Flat Rock. 

Thank you for 

your support! 

- Rose       

Darling, 

Church  

&                           

Community 

Engagement 

Coordinator 


